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principal to

stay in office

FOR NGW College body awaits
HC hearing on semester issue

HT Correspondent

= hireporfars@hindustantimes.com

MEW DELHE: Bhim Sen Singh will
continue as the principal of
Kirori Mal College {(KMO), after
its governing body met on
Tuesday and decided to let him

reply to all charges levelled

against him regarding the
implementation of semester
system.

The governing body also
decided that the decision on the
matter would be taken only after
the High Court hearing on the
semester issue on November 15.

Tuesday's meeting was con-
vened after the university reg-
istrar sent a letter on October
23 to the chairman of the col-
lege governing body, former jus-
tice Vijender Jain, asking for
Singh's suspension.

Singh was accused of not
implernenting the semester sys-
tem — the college kept teach-
ing according to the annual
mode — in the college despite
repeated notices sent by the
university.

Speaking to Hindustan
Times, Singh said he did not
defy any university order. "As
per the university orders, I pre-
pared the semester schedule
for the college and sent it to the
registrar on August 27. But on

August 30, the governing body
decided to put the schedule in
abeyance. Why am I being tar-
geted? Shouldn't the universi-
ty dissclve the college govern-
ing body instead?”

He said that if he is held guilty
for not complying with the uni-
versity orders, then the other
college principals who openly
defied the 'no work, no pay’
notice, and released teachers’
salaries for the month of
October, should be held equal-

Ly guilty.

NOWORK, NO PAY

A university circular sent to all
colleges on Monday, restated
the September 27 directives,
whereby teachers had to give
an undertaking that they will
be teaching the 13 undergrad-
uate science courses as per the
semester module.

The circular further mentions
that, "If the undertaking was
not submitted by any teacher,
his/her salary for subsequent
months e.g. October 2010,
onwards shall not be released.”

The university has also asked
the principals that as per 'no
work no pay' notice, salaries for
the days that the teachers strike
work be deducted. While some
colleges have already released
full salaries, others haven't.

Page 1 of 16



Hindustan Times ND 03/11/2010

P-14

Page 2 of 16

2 more profs named in lIT racket

MURKIER Probe reveals others also joined unrecognised institute run from the Kharagpur campus

I {FOLLOW-UP

Charu Sudan Kasturi

@ charu. kastusi@hindusiantimes.com

NEW DELHE Investigations against
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Kharagpur professor
Amit Kumar Ghosh for running
a fake institute from the cam-
pus have thrown up evidence
that suggests at least two other
senior IIT professors may have
been involved.

Police are examining papers

that suggest that Professor Yash
Pal Singh, head of department
of electrical engineering in 1996,
accepted a request to join the
unrecognised institute as an
“advisor;" sources ciose to the
probe said. Singh, now retired,
is on the boards of some private
institutions based near Delhi,
sources said.

Investigators are not ruling
out the possibility of other IIT
faculty or administrators com-
ing under their scanner.

These revelations come even
as duped students of the unrec-

Kindly look inte the
matter and give justice to
us, the effected students.

We really belong fo

poor families (sic).

LETTER BY STUDENTS
TO HRD MINISTER

ognised institute — called the
Institute of Electrical Engineers
(IEE) — have appealed to chief
vigilance commission PJ

Thomas to launch a probe
against the guilty.

The students have also writ-
ten to human resource devel-
opment minister Kapil Sibal
seeking a CBI probe. “Kindly
lock into the matter and give
justice to us, the effected stu-
dents. We really belong to poor
families (sic),” the letter said.

HT had first exposed on
October 19 the scam involving
the unrecognised Institute of
Electrical Engineers running
under IIT Kharagpur aerospace
engineering professor Ghosh

from the IIT campus using the
engineering school’s brand.
Students of the i
institute complained to IIT
Kharagpur director Damodar
Acharya and the police about
how they were being duped by
Ghosh and others at the IEE.
Each student was charged
% 27000 for the course and the
diplomas claimed — falsely —
an association with the IIT.
Ghosh has also accused two
former IIT Kharagpur direc-
tors — Kasturi Lal Chopra and
Shishir Kumar Dube — of sanc-

tioning the functioning
of the fraudulent institution,
acharge both Chopra and Dube
have denied.

The fresh documents include
aletter from Yash Pal Singh to
the IEE dated December 24,
1996, stating his acceptance of
the post of “advisor” on the
Advisory Board of the institu-
tion, sources said.

JC Biswas, a professor of the
electronics and electrical com-
munications at IIT Kharagpur,
also figures in the documents
under the police’s serutiny.
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De-regulation 'of education
emphasised at PanlIT conclave

An urgency to reform the Indian educa-
tion sector to ensure a sustainable eco-
nomic growth of the nation was assert-
eq at the Pan IIT conclave 2010. “The
current education system has become
obsolete and is full of irregularities,
therefore we need rigorous expansion

of the education system with better
quality standards and funding models

to take higher education to the next
level,” said Dr Sam Pitroda, adviser to
the Prime Minister of India, at the .
PanliT 2010 Higher Education
Roundtable scheduled at IIT Delhi
recently. _ ,

The roundtable invited renowned
educationalists and business leaders
who shared their experiences and dis-
cussed the way forward for better high-
er education reforms.
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HIT Dethi calls for ideas for its
B-plan competition

Entrepreneurship Development Cell
(EDC) of IIT-Delhi is back with =~
Vishishth, the flagship B-plan compe-
tition of this premier institute. It’s an
opportunity to reward young, fresh
'minds with ideas. Registration is open
to students from all colleges this year.
Vishishth stands for special and that
is the sort of individuals who would
make it through to the platform to
“ideate, innovate and implement”.
The event shall be organized over few
rounds, where participants shall sub-
mit executive summaries initially and
“shortlisted few shall deliver presenta-
 tions, after being mentored by an
expert panel. At least one of the par-
ticipating members in the team must
be enrolled in any college/ university
in India. Entries are expected to be
the original work of entrants, who
shall also be the owners of the intel-
lectual rights to the entry. The first
deadline ends on November 5, from
where 20 teams shall be shortlisted.
Confidentiality of the ideas is
. guaranteed. -
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Lack of technical

By Mail Today Bureau
In New Delhl -

“WPWD had-sold the foot- -
- bridge’s ‘ralnbow’ deslgn as a

LACK of knowledge of a new con-
struction technique and self-
devised ways to implement the
project led to the recent collapse of
the foot overbridge at Jawaharlal

Nehru Stadium.

The Delhi government said this after
a two-member fact-finding committee
submitted its report on the collapse.
The September 21 incident — less than

a fortnight before the start of
the Commonwealth Games
(CWG@G) —had injured at least 27
labourers.

According to a statement from the
chief minister's office, the commit-
tee blamed UK-based Macalloy that
had supplied the bridge without

“sufficiently” cautioning about its._

design constraints.

The government also came down
heavily upon the constructor imple-
menting the project as well as the
Public Works Department (PWD)
which was responsible for supervi-
sory failure.

“The methodology of the con-
struction was not given by the
design consultant. The contractor
M/s P and R Infrastructure Private
Limited devised its own procedure
without any approval,” it said,

PWD had given the contract fo P
and R Infraprojects Ltd for a little
over I5 crore. The company was

« first of its kind In Delhi
© 26 steel wire suspenders

* walk to the stadlum

blacklisted by the Delhi govemment
after the mishap.

The panel, comprising former
CPWD director general H.S. Dogra
and IIT professor Ashok Gupta,
said the government gave itself
(PWD department) and its design
consultants a clean chit on the
matter. “The enquiry had found no
substandard material in the
bridge,” it said.

The government came down the
hardest on the foreign company.
“The collapse happened because of
the failure of joint of Macalloy sus-
pender bars which had been pre-
seribed as part of design of suspen-
sion of deck of the overbridge with
the main arch,” it said.

The committee members recom-
mended the government not to use
Macalloy bars in similar projects till
there is clearer understanding of
how it is to be used.

_ Wit wasto use a prefabricated
.- steel walking slab hung from

" MThe overbridge was belng
: constructed for vlsltnrs to

- mits collapse less than a fo@'t'-

owhow brought

this bridge down

night before the Games started -
drew global attraction

M An engineering division of

the Indian Army constructed ..

Its replacement in less than a’
- week

mThe Dethl CM announced a .
- %¥50,000 as compensation for
-the injured. Four labourers .
' with serlous Injuries were to
getﬂ Ialr.h Tk

The panel questioned the UK
firm's “change in stand” over certain
aspects of the initial drawings of the
overbridge.

“After the coliapse, the UK-based
company said it feels that the
orientation of the gusset plate were
in wrong plane. But no such
observations were made by them
when the drawings were forwarded
to them in April 2010 by M/s P and
R Infra.”

Delhi government officials said the
PWD will seek a clarification on the

‘issue from Macalloy.

The government said the main
fault originated in the bars and
joints the overbridge was to be sus-
pended from.

A thicker gusset plate was used
because the recommended size was
not available. It reduced the margin

of rotation in the joint, contributing

to the failure.
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CBI probe
demand in
II'T racket

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov, 1z Studenis
of g fake ensineerinzs insti-
tute, allegedly ruan by a2 senior
professor of IIT Kharagpurn
today demanded a CBI probe
sayving they had no confidence
in the internal inqguirv beings
conducted by the Indian Insti-
hiie of Technolosys

The affected studenits of
the Institution of Electrical
Engineering (IEE), running in
Hharaspur for the past ++wo ve-
ars, wrote o human resource
development minister Kapil
=ibal to ask for the €8BI probe.

Armit Kumar Ghoesh., the
head of the serospace enginee-
ring department of T
HKharagpur till last weelk, was
president of the institute that
Iured students claimings it was
a branch of the i1

“We have been duped by pr-
ofessor Ghosh., He was run-
ning the fake institute IEE.
Now our certilicates do not
cAarry any value since IEE is
an unapproved institute,.” said
NI, Barmmu, an affected student.

The institute, which was
offering 2 diploma in eleciri-
cal encineering. had not been
approved by the All Indias
ouncil of Technical Educa-
tion., mandatory for an instii-
iute to offer a2 course in any
terhnical subiect.
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Pune S':tur'n for HTM air quahty measurement

NISHANAMBIAR

NOVEMBER §

UINE may be the next
Pcity to have its air qual-

ity index assessed after
the successful roll out of the
System of Air Pollution Fore-
casting and Research (SA-
FAR-2010) during the CWG
in Delhi.

With Pune’s Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorclogy
(TTM) coming cut with a
chart on air quality at the
venues of the CWG, now if's

Pune’s turn with the Ministry
of Harth Sciences giving a ned
toreplicate it in metros.
According to advisor to the
Ministry of Farth Sciences
Swati Basu, “The project has
been successful in Dethi and
we are Jocking forward fo
Tepiicating the same in all lead-
ing cities in the country.” She
said the ministry will assess
each of the cities and draw out
the necessary parameters.
“Onceitisinstalled it should be
an ongoing thing for ali these
citics,” said Basu. Pune, Mum-

Times of India ND
03/11/2010 P21

MRI may help

predict onset

- of stroke,
-save lives

Washington: In what could
revolutionise the emergency
treatment for stroke patients, a
new study has found that mag-
netic resonance imaging
(MRI) of the sufferer's brain
canaccuratelypredict thetime
of its onset which is crucial to
administering tPA — the po-
tentially life-saving drug,
Patients suffering from an
acute ischemic stroke — in
which a blood clot or other ob-
struction blocks blood flow in
thebrain— can be treated with
tPA, or tissue plasminogen ac-
tivator, that dissolves the clot
and restores blood flow. Howev-
er. the clot-busting drug canon-
1y be administered within four
and ahalf hours of the onset of

‘& stroke; when given beyond

that window of time, the drug
cancause bleedinginthe brain.
Butresearchers at the Uni-
versity of Paris found that by
using MRIradiologists can ac-
curately predict when the pa-
tient suffered the stroke and
recommend whetherhe or she
can be given tPA! This could
help medicos save thousands
of pecple who die of stroke ev-
eryyear. The condition, which
claims 5.7 million lives an-
nually, is the second leading
causeof death worldwide. pn

bai, Bangalore, Kofkata, Chen-
nat are the main cities on the
list, she added.

Pune scientist from 1TTM
Dr Gufran Beig, who along
with the team carried out the
study in Delhi and had moni-
tored air quality at 11 keyloca-
tions, saidasimilar instrument
was putupathe H'TM campus
which assessed the Pune city
air quality levels for Pashan
and University areas during
the same period that showed
less air pollution during the
same period. “We had as-

sessed just ope Jocation in
Pune during the same period
and had found that Punc fared
better in air pollution stan-
dards. The incessant raips in
October kept the air quality
levels intact, " said Beig,
Assessing Delhi and Pune
during the CWG, Beig said
Ozone remained at a good
range in both the cities while
oxides of pitrogen was moder-
ate for Delhi and good for
Pune. Tt was the particulate
matter that remained poor in
Dethiandgood in Pune.
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A remedy for
common cold
just a step away

London: In what may soon
pave the way for a cure for
common  cold,  sclentists
claimtohaveidentifieda vital
mechanism which the body
u=es tofight of T virmses,

The brealkthrough by a
team at a Medical Research
Council laboratory at Cam-
bridge University in Britain,
cenireson boosting the body's
namral defences against vi-
ruses, the Daily Mail reported.

WViruses need to infect cells,
such as those in the noss, lungs
and stomach. to live and breed.
It had been thought that anti-
bodies tackled viruses by at-
tacking them outside the cells
and stopping them getting in-
gide. But, the latest research
shows that the antibodies can
also enter cells, making their
way in at the same time as the
virns, Onee inside, the anti-
body triggers a chain of reac-
tions which leads to a protein
called TRIM21 ejecting the wvi-
rus fromthe cell, say scient ists.

TRIM21 usually springs to
lifevery quickly before thevi-
rus has harmed the cell. And,
the scientists have used the
results to create drugs that
raise levels of TRIM21. In ex-
perimentsin the lab, the team

o :
SURE CURE: The brezkthrough

centres on boosting the body's
natural defences against viruses

stopped viruses similar to
those behind the winter vom-
iting bug and many colds
from causing infections.

LeoJames, the study's lead
author, said, “Doctors have
plenty of antibiotics to fight
bacterial infections but few
anti-viral drugs. Although
these are early days, and we
don't vet know whether all vi-
rusesarecleared bythis mech-
anism, we are excited that our
discoveries may open mulfi-
ple avenues for developing
new antiviral drugs.” sn
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- Brains of fetuses
run on idle mode

London: It's known
that our brains buzz
with achvity even
though we are sleep-
ing. Now a new study
has found this brain [
‘process develops by {

the time a foetusreac- fidis 3

hes fullterm inside ¢

the mother's womb,
Scientists  say

“resting state activ-

G STAT |

default mode net-
work, engages when
| people are in state of
= % wakeful rest whichis
. 9 linked to daydream-

% ing and introspec-
.y tion. Now, scientists
at Imperial College
London found the de-
fault mode network
is fully operational

ity” is what the brain
engagesinwhenitisn’t work-
ing on a particular task. The
neurons that carry out this
action are in networks all
over the brain, from visual

involved in attention and ab-
stract thinking,

One of these networks, the -

by birth, which sug-
gests its role is more
than for introspection alone,

Babies born at 30 weeks
development had incom-
plete but recognisable frag-

. ments of the networks,
areas to motor areas to areas

which suggests that resting

- state networks in infants de-
" velop within the last 10

weeks of pregnancy. en

80f16
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‘Facebook generation’
_Isthe loneliest group

London: Believe it or not, Bri-

tain’s “Facebook generation” —
the 16 to 24-year-olds — are lone-
lier than any other age group, a
survey hasrevealed.

In the survey, one in three said
they were bored with their lives
compared to just 8% of pension-
ers and 28% complained loneli-
ness was making them unhappy
and sotheyaretakingtodrinking.

More than a quarter of the Face-

book generation revealed they
turned to alcohol for comfort, and
half admitted to using junk foed
as an emotional crutch, found the
poll into national happiness lev-
els, conducted for BBCRadio3.. .

Asked what made them un-
happy, 70% of the 16 to 24 year-

olds said finances topped their

list of concerns. More than a

. third were worried about holding
downajob,compared toaquarter
of middle-aged respondents. One
in three said they were torment-
ed by family or relationship prob-
lems, and they were also the age
group that were most likely to
struggle over their social status.
Overall money was the biggest
cause of unhappiness across all
age groups, above work, relation-
ships and loneliness.

But while older age groups
shared the Facebook genera-
tion’s finance fears, they were
more fulfilled in other areas of

3 AF

YOUNG & RESTLESS

Networking site to block pics of users’ exes

ocial networking website Facebook keeps a record of users’ former lovers,

if they had typed in the data earfier, but has now been forced o changea
feature which caused their photos to appear when they logged in. After users
reacted over the Photo Memories sidebar, which gave users an “unpleasant
surprise” by dredging up old photographs of ex-wives or husbands, Facebook
has now blocked such photos. However, in order to successfully block the
“hurt-inducing” snaps, the site is now keeping a record of its users' ex-part- - -
ners — those who have used the site, the independent reported. acencies

their lives. Almost a third of
youngest generation reported
they had relationship problems
which dropped to eight per cent
among 55 to 64-year-olds, the Dai-

1y Mail reported

And one in three of t.he Face-
book generation said they want-
ed to move abroad in search of -
happiness. eTi
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Robonaut set to conquer final frontiers

Cape Canaveral (Florida):
Space is about to get its first hu-
manoid from planet Earth, Robo-
naut 2 — affectionately knownas
R2—1ishitching a one-wayride to
the International Space Station
this week aboard thefinal flight of
space shuttle Discovery.

It’s the first humanoid robot
everbound for space,a$2.5million
mechanical and electrical marvel
that Nasa hepesone day will assist
flesh-and-bone astronauts in or-
bit. Imagine, its creators say, a fu-
ture where Robonaut could take
over space station cleaning duties;
spend hours outside in the ex-
treme heat and cold, patiently
holding tools for spacewalking as-
tronauts; and handle emergencies

GEANT LEAP: Robonaut 2 is hitching a one-way ride to the International Space
Station on final flight of space shuttle Discovery scheduled for Wednesday

like toxicleaks or fires.

Why Robonaut’s descendants
covld even scout outasterocids,Mars ‘The advenfure begins on Wednes-
and other worlds in the decades day afternoon, with the planned fi-
ahead, paving the way for humans. nal launch of Discovery and Robo-

Asian Age ND 03/11/2010

KEVIN J. O’BRIEN

NEW YORK

Nov. 2: On Saturday at
dawn, hundreds of farmers
near Jhansi, hn agricultural
center in central India,
received a succinct  but
potent text message on their
cellphones: the current aver-
age wholesale price for 100
kilograms of tomatoes was
600 rupees ($13.26).

In a country where just 7
percent of the population
has access to the Internet,
such real-time market data
is s0 valuable that the farm-
ers are willing to pay $1.35
a month for the information,

‘What is unusual about the
service is the company sell--
ing it: Nokia, the Finnish
cellphone maker, which
unlike its rivals — Samsung,

P11

LG, Apple, R h In
Motion and Sony Ericsson

* naut’s six human crewmates,

“Whileitmightbejustasingle
step for this robot, it’s really a gi-

entered

In India, China
Indonesia,

agencies,

ant leap forward for tinman-
kind,” said Rob Ambrose, acting
chief of Johnson Space Center's
automation, robotics and simula-
tiondivision in Houston. )
- For now, R2 — a collaboration
between Nasa and General Motors
— exists only from the waist up. It
measures 3 feet 4 inches tall and
weighs 330 pounds. Each arm is 2
feet 8 inches long. Legs are still in
the works. But, oh, what an tipper
body: perfectly toned arms and
hands with palms, a roboticrarity,
along with broad shoulders and a
washboard stomach. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Hollywood's cy-
borg Terminator, weuld be proud.
Made of aluminum and nick-
el-plated carbon fiber, the torso
and arms are padded to protect
Robonaut and the astronauts. But
its brain is in its tummy; engi-
neers had nowhere eise to put the
computerized gray matter. ae

Nokia takes a rural road to growth

“For Nokia, Ovi
Life Tools creates
tremendous
brand loyalty.
Farmers and their
families will not
want to lose this
capability. No
other handset
manufacturer
pursues anything
like this.”

able. I was cheated by. my
- agent. Now he'can’t cheat

and

Nokia  has

into commercial
partnerships with agricultur-
al extension and weather

which collate,

— is focusing on some of

the world’s poorest con-

sumers.

Since 2009, 6.3 ‘'million
people have signed up to
pay Nokia for commodity
data in India, China and
Indonesia. On Tuesday,
Nokia plans to announce
that it is expanding the pro-
gram, called Life Tools, parf
of its Ovi mobile services
business, to Nigeria.

With 152 million resi-
dents, Nigeria is Africa’s
most populous country. But,
Nokia says, only 29 percent
of the Nigerian population
owns a cellphone, although
other figures place the level
higher because some phones
are shared.

While media coverage of
the mobile industry tends to
focus on the fast-growing
and lucrative  smartphone
market, 77 percent of all
cellphones sold in the third

quarter were simpler mod-

Bels, capab}g, of Yt Qh)re |

than text messaging.
Two-thirds of the globe's
4.6 billion mobile phone
users live in emerging mar-
kets, where Nokia is the
market leader with a 34 per-
cent share, according to
Strategy Analytics.. By sell-
ing valuable price data at a
relatively low cost, Nokia is
blending commercial and
humanitarian goals to attract
the next generation of
upwardly mobile . phone

users.

“For Nokia, Ovi Life Tools
creates tremendous brand
loyalty,” said Wally Swain, a
mobile analyst with the Yan-
kee Group in Bogotd,
Colombia, “Farmers and

their families will not want -

to lose this capability. No
other handset manufacturer
pursues anything like this.”

ing the service, but it is still
too early to say whether it is
bringing concrete benefits to
Nokia, said Mary T
McDowell, the Nokia exec-
utive vice' president in
charge of the company’s
cellphone  business, other
than smartphones, which
accounts for about 11 of
every 13 units Nokia sells.
Most of the subscribers, she
said, already had one of the
20 Nokia models required to
subscribe to the real-time
pricing service.

“The premise here is that
we will be able fo compie-
ment good hardware with
services that will attract and
create a sticky situation with
the consumer,”  Ms.
McDowelt said in an inter-
view. “This is not only good

. business. . but... also about, .

Farmers could benefit by using Nokia’s Ovi tools.

nity.”

- Anecdotally, Ms. McDow-
¢ll said the service appeared
to be bringing real benefits
to impoverished farmers,
many of whom often fell
victim to opaque markets

with unscrupulous middle- .

men. Nokia said many peo-
ple using its service were
better off.

Dattarey Bhonge, a 27-
year-old onion farmer in
Barshi, an Indian village
230 miles east of Mumbai,
said he leamed through Life
Tools that he could eam
more by selling his onions at
a market in nearby Solapur.
The - additional  profit
allowed him to buy new
farm equipment.

“1 don’t have to go any-
where to find the prices,” he
said in a video provided by

So far farmers are embrac~ doing good for the commu=*~Nokia: “The prices are 1eli-

<comment. on

edit, package and translate
weather, market news and
pricing data in more than 13
local languages.

In Nigeria, Nokia plans to
work with Nimet, the Niger-
ian meteorological agency,
and Namin, the Nigerian
agricultural market informa-
tion system, on its service,
which will cost 250 Niger-
ian naira, or $1.75 a month.

 For an additional $1.40 a

month, Nigerian mobile
users can receive daily texts,
with graphics, on health and
disease news, English lan-
guage training or entertain-
ment and sports news.

Mr. Swain said that he
expected Nokia to extend its
agricultural information
programs soon to South
America, most likely to
Brazil. Ms. McDowell, the
Nokia executive, declined to
expansion
plans but said the company
was aiming for the biggest
mﬂrketd' féf the Sérvice,

. Bar
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Bio-tech gets nod for pre—medical entrance

Aarti Dhar

* NEW DELHI: The Union Health
- and Family Welfare Ministry
has approved the proposal for

inclusion of bio-technology -

as an eligible subject for the
common pre-medical en-
trance test. The subject is ex-
pected to be included in the

- gntrance examination from

" the next academic year,
" The Board of Governors of
the Medical Council of India
- (MCI) had approached the
_ Ministry with the recommen-
dation. The. MCI will now
. -have to amend its regulations
- {g include bio-technology as
- an eligible subject for those
* seeking to enter the field of
‘medicine following which the
Central Board of Secondary
Education will notify the eli-

* phility. The CBSE introduced
hio-technology as a subject

~for Class X11 courses in 2005
. ghd there seemed many take-
" mat that time with the peak
" entolment touching 7,000
- students. However, soon in-
- terest waned with only 4,000-
- odd students opting for bio-
*. technology as a subject.

The CBSE had written to
the previous regime of the
MCI several times over the
proposal but there was no re-
sponse. But the Board of Gov-
ernors did show enthusiasm
and pursued the matter with
the Ministry for a formal ap-
proval, _

Bio-technolegy was includ-

« edasasubject at the plus-two

New status for bio-technology now.

stage by the Indian School
Certificate-affiliated institu-
tions also. These come under
the purview of the Council for
the Indian School Certificate
Examination (CISCE). Some
State boards, too, are said to
have shown interest in bio-
technology as a subject at the
under-graduate level.

The CBSE conducts the

common entrance test for
15,000 MBBS seats of a total
of 32,000 seats every year.
Examinations for the other
seats are conducted by State
governments and some pri-
vate colleges conduct their
own entrance exams,
Students apparently lost
interest in bio-technology as
it did not make them eligible
to write the MBBS entrance

. - tests, However, with the pro-

posed inclusion of bio-tech-

. nology in the eligibility test

now it is believed the interest
would pick up again. This

“would also give the students

an opportunity to opt for re-
lated post-graduation courses
in case they do not qualify for
MBBS.

As of now, physics, chem-
istry and biology are the only
subjects necessary for writing
the  entrance test for the
MBBS.

Bio-technology is a field of
applied biology that involves
the usg of living organisms
and bio-processes in engi-

- neering, technology, medi-

cine and other fields

requiring bio-products.
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ata Hall will be the name of a new
I academic and residential building to
come up at Harvard Business
School, following on from a $50 million
bequest from the Tata Group. This is the
largest ever contribution received by
Harvard Business Schoel from an inter-
national donor. The school currently also
happens to boast of a Dean, Mr Nitin

Nobhria, who is of Indian origin.

This endowment from the Tata Group
follows the Mahindra Group gifting $10
million to Harvard Business School. The
big money contributions, made during one
of the worst financial crises the US has
faced, are bound to earn both business
groups and their country of origin a great
deal of goodwx]l Remarkably, both Tata and
Mahindra come from the private sector in
an emerging economy grappling with its
binary demands of poverty and progress.

1t is fortuitous, therefore, that such a
slot was still left open, what with the Saudis,
Kuwaitis and other very well-heeled Arabs
looking for diplomatically leverageable
investments and causes to put money
through endowments in America. And that
is just as well for us Indians and the chair-
men of Tata and Mahindra who happen to
have studied there in times past.

These grants underline the fact that
neither business group is any longer mere-
ly Indian; both have been increasing their
overseas operations and acquiring a glob-
al footprint. The Tata Group already gen-
erates more than 60 per cent of its business
outside India, a good deal of it from the
high-end of the market in fields as diverse
as hotels, steel, automobiles and tea.

Following the endowment for Harvard
Business School, it will now be far more dif-
ficult for the likes of the luxury Orient
Express Hotels brand to show reluctance the
next time the Tata Group seeks to buy more
substantially into its properties. Of course,
that infamous episode involving the Orient
Express Hotels was before Tata acquired
Corus and Jaguar/Land Rover, but was nev-
ertheless sometime after it bought Tetley.
And Mahindra may not remain the lesser
known new owner of Satyam for long.

Sadly, the old post-colonial attitude
towards India may have been revised some-

- what in Britain, but America, in its pre-emi-
! nence, is definitely the more lucrative nut
i to crack. Doing so via the Ivy League uni-
i versities, is therefore a very good idea.
| Visionary decisions [ike this by the
| chairman of Tata Group just months
| before he is due to retire from day-to-day
! helmsmanship to look after the Tata Trusts
i are, therefore, to be lauded, both for their
. correctness and boldness. Since the Tata
i Trusts own over 60 per cent of the group’s
: businesses, hopefully Mr Ratan Tata’s
i voice will continue to be heard well
beyond 2012. Meanwhile, this is a classic
example of brand-building that will prove,
for generations to come, extremely cheap
_at the price. N T

But brand-building alone would not
cut the mustard. The Tatas back their well-
targeted philanthropy with massive skill

_ans know-how, represented by the oft-
repeated ‘Salt to Software’ array of prod-
ucts arid services the group offers. They are
not only at the forefront of our nation-
building efforts but are proud innovators,
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Home and

abroad

By giving $50 million to Harvard Business School, the Tata Group has

o

epitomised by Nano being sold at under
$3,000 a car.
Another major Tata Sons shareholder,

_the Shapoorji Pallonji Group, coinciden-

» built the ngw-and improved Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in New Delhi complete
with the biggest membrane roof in the
wotld. It was the glittering, state-of-the art
venue of both the opening and closing cer-
emonies of last month’s Commonwealth
Games in Delhi. Other Shapoorji Pallonji

Group companies, such as AFCON, have *

been building a lot of Delhi’s new infra-

made its brand as an Indian company stronger a

> -ﬁ*:.a

s
Lol

structure as well.

But quite apart from matters pertain-
ing to the CWG, it is poor infrastructure
that defines our backward image and acts

as a retardant to the desired double-digit .

growth. And our neglect of it over the years,
in areas such as electricity, water, transport,

_roads, ports, and so on, has put us at a nag-

ging competitive disadvantage,

Besides, if the CWG managed to
redeem itself from the shameful morass it
was bogged down in just days before the
event began, the credit must go in equal
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nd more acceptable

measure to the athletes who bagged 101
medals in a wide range of sporting events,
and the quality of the world-class infra-
structure built by India for the occasion.

‘Bread and circuses’ was the cynical
Roman Empire’s formula for entertaining
the hoi polloi designed 1o render them
amenable. A present day equivalent is prob-
ably the development of infrastructure as
in all that went into the CWG.

The broader point is that infrastructure,
created and revived, even at very high cost,
is without doubt the very elixir of growth
and aspiration. It also performance in
practically any given field of endeavour. It
is the very aphrodisiac of . However,
it is not only infrastructure but also better
trainineg for our sportspersons that has
resulted in overall success at this CWG. But
this training too is a form of infrastructure
without which the Aahysical facilities would
have remained under-utilised. :

The Indian contingent’s performance
at the CWG, Farticularly in sports where
we were unable to win medals in past com-
Eetitions, makes one realise what is possi-

le with the right inputs. And that as a
country our surprisingly merit-based selec-
tion of heroes and heroines from small
towns and villages by such an allegedly cor-
rupt and venal sports administration is also
most heartening. o

The CWG has shown that the poor and
middle classes in India are vitally alive and
well; also, both are demonstrably patriot-
ic and sincere. It is the unsullied spirit of
such men and women that promises good
things for our collective future —despite the
sickening corruption, cynicism and jad-
edness displayed by some of our richerand
more powerg.'ﬂ compatriots.- :

" As for the other physical infrastructure
enhancements, Delhi/NCR will be savour-
ing the benefits of and expanded Metro net-
work, a spanking new airport, the spruced
up main railway station, the flyovers,
over-bridges, underpasses, new hotels, a .
revived Connaught Place largely rescued
from its tawdry and abused degradation,
and sundry other improvements for many
Years to come. .. ... .. .o

We must recognise that infrastructure
is our ticket to improved standards of liv-
ing, competitiveness and further growth in
areas well beyond sports. It is both a lad-
der and a virtuous circle. It is our release _
from the taint of backwardness and the only
thing holding us back from the beckoning
of a glorious and prolific destiny.
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ISRO FOR EDUCATION
AND HEALTH

he future thrust areas for

ISRO will be in food and
water security, weather and
climate,” environment and
ecosystem, sustainable devel-
opment, support for informed
decision making, education
and healthcare, skill develop-
ment and rural communica-
tions, as well as disaster man-

agement. This was announced -

by Dr K Radhakrishnan,
- Chairman, ISRO. |

The scientist also elucidat-
ed upon the vision of ISRO for
the next 20 years, viz. space
applications, space exploration,
space assets and access to
space. “ISRO is working on
GSAT 5P and RISAT-1, the
satellite Aperture Radar, which
enables the satellite to look at
the earth, even in the presence
of cloud cover”

Stating that India joined
the elite group of countries,

having re-entry capabilities in
2007, Dr Radhakrishnan alsos
spoke about ISRO’s plans and
efforts to put man on the
moon. Stressing on the needi
for good minds, he spoke about
ISRO’s Indian Institute of Space
Science and Technology at
Trivandrum. “The batgz of
B.Tech students, who get good
grades, will be absorbed in thet
institute,’ he added. .
Calling both ISRO and
IGNOQU examples of “learning
organisations,” the scientist
spoke of Indias space pro-
gramme from 1963 to the pre-,
sent. Calling the Indian space
programme as a society-driven
one, he commented, “In thei
1960s, India was beset by sev-:
eral problems, like illiteracy.
Hence the focus was on how,
communication satellites coulds
be used to solve these imme- -

diate problems.’ - ¥
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PANIIT CONCLAVE IN DELHI

PanIlT Conclave 2{110 —
;,:Sustamable Transformation -
" Our New India was organised
by HIT alumni. The theme of -
" in skills development. -

“the conclave focuses on good

“goverpance, knowledge based
_economy, entrepreneurial, ;—-;:_:-.a_'days conclave, Dr’ Farooq
innovative, equivalent .and Abdullah, Minister ‘of New-

.- The"conclave - |
the release of P1" that the mankind has realised.

" that they have to go back to

“ha soci
3 als?}?}'m

tech, the official magazine of -
“PanlIT and. concept paper .
‘based on the theme of the con-
‘clave by Tom Friedman and Py

Sam Pttroda respectively. .
- Addressing the gathering. -+ concept of ‘New India’ that will

“Arun Seth, Chairman Steering

Commiittee -of PanlIT 2010

'm' Dethi and ITT Kharagpur
" The theme of the conference is-

apt considering the contribu--
tion of the premier mstltutmn

~Inaugurating ‘the" threc -.

and Renewable Energy, stated

SOurces of nature, in urder to

- sustain itself in future.

-Sam Pitroda, Advisor tu;
Prime Minister, stressed oni the'

~overcome the challenges' of
~disparity, amongst urban and
‘said that this year is all the rural, rich and poor, demog-
' more Important as it coincides ::

“with the golden jubilee year of - ¢ could transfonn ndla

raphy and development wh1
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IIM IIT SIGNS MOU WITH YALE

. An MoU was. mgned, _.
betmen Yale University, [IM~

Kozhikode and IIT-Kanpur Dr Richard Levin (President,

ew - Yale University), Dr Debashis
Chatterjee {Dlrcctﬂr M-

on October 28, 2010 in

Delhi. The historic partner-
is formed to advance :
‘higher education in India -
‘through academic leadership -
‘development programmes-

X and thrnugh research un_.;_:' Mm:stcr uf Ind:a

shi

IndJan hlgher educatmn

"The Mol was signied by

anh;kode), and Dr Sanjay.
Dhande (Director, IIT-
Kanpur) in the presence of
Kap 11 Sibal, Unmn HRD
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